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k Serial ef iMtrnetion IhtMM Orate Beseareh, No. 8. 
Not only have the German Baptists contradicted 
In recent year* their former practices and decision, 
r "a« to the advisory and mandatory character of her 
work, antagonizing the spirit of the Gospel in 
^ Bars agone, with the spirit of the Gospel to day, 
^Hhc very foundation upon which said church 
preebL s t0 Interpret the spirit of the Gospel to 
maintaihy oneness in the church is a fallacy, prov- 
able out ok er own mouth. 

Come nowj^nd see yourselves as others see you. 
The Gospel io a unity ; one part is as easily in- 
terpreted as anotUr. You have interpreted Rom. 
12 ; 2, and kindred passages of scripture to forbid 
ladies fiorn wearing hate, and to make a peculiar 
cut of garment essential m a uueiiees among the 
brethren ; viz., a broad brimmed, low crowned hat, 
standing collar, cut away coat, broad fall panta* 
loons etc. Especially with the ladies you ha^e 
made it in recent years, a test of fellowship. Yon 
maintain that there must be a "oneness" according 
to 1 Cor. 1 : 10, and you have, to maintain said 
oneness, interpreted the spirit of the Gospel to tor- 
bid ladies' or "female hats," and to authorize a uni- 
formity in the apparel of your male members, even 
in the manner of combing the hair and shaving the 
face. Not only this, bnt the very fact upon which 
you build your authority for church legislation, is 
your right and power to interpret the "meaning 
and spirit of the Gospel" to secure a "oneness" in 
the church. Upon this postulate, your whole work 
stands or falls. 

Hundreds of decisions are the legitimate off- 
spring of this principle ; but I am prepared to 
show you that you cannot or dare not meet this is- 
sue of your own creation, and you have studiously 
dodged pertinent challenges, for half a century. 

If there is the remotest inkling upon the sacred 
page that warrants uniformity in dress, uniformity 
in customs and usages, or a oneness in- aDy of 
those incidentals of locality or nationality, there is 
a thousand times more reason and Gospel for uni- 
formity in the observance of the sacred ordinances 
in the church. As early as 1841 the mode of feet- 
washing has been agitated. Dozens of times the 
question has come up for decision, but the old ste- 
reotyped answer of "we can make no change'' has 
been returned, even when the demand came direct 
for a decision that would be authoritative. Fi- 
nally the so called single mode began to be adopted. 
(The ancient mode was the single mode.) Annual 
Meeting bore with it, some of the leading breth- 
ren, notably R. H. Miller, straddled the issue and 
tried to prove that whether one washed and wiped 
or whether one washed and another wiped was all 
one as to mode &c. 

Still, the question is unsettled, and the German 
Baptist church has never met the challenge to in- 
terpret the plain language of Christ and say, for 
the Gospel sake of unity, just which mode is ac- 
cording to the Gospel, and stick to, and enforce it, 
and also say which mode is wrong, and absolutely 
forbid it. R. H. Miller practiced the single mode 
in the Ashland city church, John Moore practices 
it in Florida, aud many others, I could name, prac- 
tice it. If the church can interpret the spirit of 
the Gospel in matters of dress, why is Bhe power- 
less to interpret the letter of the Gospel that 
authorizes feet washing. If she is ever willing and 
aggressive to interpret the "spirit and meaning of 
the Gospel" as to the wearing of ladies' hats, la 
dies' cloaks, hoops, rebaptism, and "writing, print- 
ing, teaching or preaching" against the "customs 
and usages of the church, why is she so fainthearted 
and derilect of duty when the sacred ordinances of 
feet washing appeals and appeals and appeals 
through a half a century for a uniformity balm, as 
to dodge and redodge her issue and then, con- 
trary to her relation to the question of hats and 
caps, go on tolerating and practicing two modes of 
feet washing. Yes, echo answers, Why ? Is it a 
matter of less importance than the uniformity in 
apparel doctrine? 

Again, nixty-three years ago, the question was 
agitated whether the supper was off, or on the ta- 
ble at time of feet washing. Iu 1822 and 1833 it 
wasdecidvd that "it should not be" (on the ta- 

For half a century the agitation continued, ana 
many organizations refused to hear the decisions of 


Annual Meetiug. and went on washing feet with 
supper on the table, as the Gospel requires, while 
the majority blindly followed the decree of Annual 
Conference. Here was a lack of uniformity, even 
greater than tnat of bat and bounet, or roached 
hair and "hair combtd straight down all around 
the head," and that too relative to one of the cardinal 
ordinances of the church. Notwithstanding this, 
and the consequent clamoringB that came up from 
time to time for Annual Meeting to assume her 
interpretation^ sagacity, and say which way was 


Eablla. 


similar character, and 
question 


exactly right, and which was exactly wrong; she 
adhered to her old decision, but for the sake of 
peace allowed both ways to be practiced, and does 
so to this day. All the time this disunity pre- 
vailed, pure and si nteBS brethren and sisters were 
expelled for violating edicts extracted from doubt- 
ful passages of the Gospel; but the church would 
not, or could not face the issue of disunion upon 
the practice of her cardinal doctrines. Why, 
again I 

.Say it with bated breath, but say it truly, be- 
cause the "leading brethren" differed about feet- 
washing and the supper, and they must not be as- 
sailed. No, but they could unite upon the expul- 
sion of sisters for wearing hats, and making man 
datory prohibitions of a 
hence the conflict raged. 

I might say as much on the divorce 
avoidance etc., but will forbear. 

Suffice to say that where there was ample and 
legitimate scope for a church Conference to test 
its ability to wrest unity out of diversity of opinion, 
and that upon doctrinal issues, she dared not show 
her hand. Whenever the leading spirits of Annual 
Conference antagonized each other, even on doc- 
trinal interpretations, there was commendable lib 
erality. Even three methods of combing the hair 
was prescribed to accommodate the triple mode 
practiced by the committee of three, appointed by 
Conference to recommend a Gospel way of wear- 
ing it. 

All this teaches ua that when.. you put the 
boasted power of Annual Meeting to a test, she 
cannot interpret the spirit and meaning of the Gos- 
pel. 

It is a sad mistake and she has wrought untold 
sorrow, and is the baldest assumption of this coun- 
try. 

She has made disunion instead of unity : hatred 
instead of love ; and cannot and dare not meet the 
issues of her own creation iuopen discussion or in 

Conference. 

(2b be continued,} 


BY M. B. BOND. 

When we retrospect the past and contemplate 
the future we are made to shudder with a fiery in- 
dignation : It is said in holy writ, that the heart of 
man is deceitful, and above all things desperately 
wicked, and through these wicked inclinations the 
lowest of habits arc formed. It is said that out of 
the heart proceedeth all things; but there are 
some habits in a more mild form, such as idling, 
meddling and many others. But there are some 
habits which are very degrading, such as chewing 
tobacco, smoking, and drinking. 

Young men, do you know what you are doing 
— I dare say not, when yon take your first chew 
of tobacco, your first smoke or your first dram ? 
Did you think where it will lead you ? Oh ! be- 
ware of the first dram, and you will never reap the 
reward of a drunkard's grave. First yon are in- 
troduced to the barroom, thence to the gambling 
saloon with all its fascinations, there to gamble a- 
way your money. Tben comes the ravages of the 
vilest of habits, — murder follows in its train, 
strikes the bloody weapon deep into the heart of 
your fellow man, and lets his heart blood ooze 
lout, and your hands be stained with the life blood 
of one that may have l)een a true and devoted 
friend. But these habits are not taken up wholly 
by the child itself, they have a forerunner. Do 
you know my fellow reader, that the habits already 
formed by you will be a leading element for some 
poor child. Ah I I dare say, bitter tears would be 
shcd,\;ould the fond mother pierces the future and 
behold her darling child raise the glittering blade 
to take the life of her neighbor, — yea, her own 
kindred. 

But what a glorious consolation that all are not 
fired by the spirit of bad habits and that there are 
some to lead the poor wanderer from the paths of 
vice and immorality, and instead of tilling a gam- 
bler's home, or a drunkard's grave, they will be as 
"a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path- 


The Clock. 
To those whose business is quite near, the bell 
which tolls the hour on Independence Hall baa a 
solemn sound. Then is a low vibration between 
the strokes that seem to whisper, passing, passing, 
passing ! And then the question enters our mind ; 
Who are those that are passing? How are they 
passing? And lastly, where are they passing? 
Then the response comes to the soul, all arc pass 


True Courage. 


j. V. MABTIN. 
Often the * school-boy thinks it means to do 
wrong rather than be laughed at ; and too often 
does this idea of it cling to him that has gone be- 
yond school- days. It is easy to do right as long 
as right is popular, but when it is the opposite it 
requires true courage to comply with it. Better 
lose a friend that would tempt you to do wrong 
than to sacrifice right to retain him. 

True courage . consists in two qualifications — 
fear of danger and a sense of duty. The man 
that is void of fear cannot be said to be brave. He 
enters into danger much as he does into pleasure, 
because it seems to be the thing to do, and he 
seemB to have reached the height of his ambition, 
to live for the purpose of madly rushing into death 
when opportunity affords, as though there was 
nothing better in life than to rashly cast his exist- 
ance away. Appreciation of danger as well as 
duty is essential to true courage. The man that is 
void of fear can not be said to be brave. He en- 
ters into danger much aa he doeB into pleasure— 
because it seems to be the thing to do — and he 
seems to have reached tho height of his ambition, 
to live for the purpose of . madly rushing into dan- 
ger and death when opportunity affords, as though 
there was nothing better in life than to rashly 
cast his existence away. Appreciation of danger 
as well as duty 1b essential to true courage. The 
man that is brave enough to discbarge his duty in 
a manner that proves that he has a care for his own 
life, acts on the basis that he is worth more to the 
world living than dead, and can be said to possess 
true courage ; and can pity a fallen foe. 


ing! Yes, dear reader, wc are all passing as we 

all will. And those who hear the low vihration of 

the bell will soon listen to them no more forever, 

for they shall have passed to 

"That undiscovered country. 
From whose bourne no traveler returns," 

Sinner do yon hear those soft and gentle vibra- 
tions of that still small voice that whispers, "Come 
unto me," this voice will also cease to vibrate, or 
in sweet accents upon your eon science, and woe 
will be your fate. Christ gently knocks at the 
door of your heart. Will you bid him enter? Re- 
member your life is passing away with tho gentle 
vibrations of the clock, and soon, yea, very soon 
time may be no more with you, and where are you 
standing ? Remember you are passing into eter- 
nity—into the august presence of an avenging 
God. Listen to that gentle voice which calls yon, 
and seek Jesus while he may be found. Accept 
the glorious privleges he offers, for his yoke is easy 
and hiB burden is light. Math. 1 1. 90. Love and 
obey the commandments of Jestta, so that when 
you pass to that land of immortal glory you may 
be so unspeakable happy as to obtain that peaceful 
rest that passed: all understanding. 

"Go watch and pray ; thou essst not tell 
How booh thine hour nitty Ih* ; 

Thou canst not know h>iw m*m the Wit 
May toll Us notes [or ttlea ; 

Death's countless snares bewi thy wuy ; 
Frail Child of dust K" watch and pray I" 

A SssTKiiiN the Lord. 


The fairest lives, in my opinion, are tlmse which 
regularly accommodate themselves to the common 
and human model, without miracle, without ex- 
travagance. — Montaigne. 


